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הניפסה תא רכומה– ה קרפ
1. One who buys the “produce” of a dovecote, or a beehive
The next Mishnah states: וריבחמ ךבוש תוריפ חקולה  – One who buys the produce of a dovecote from his friend, 

הנושאר הכירב חירפמ  – must allow the first pair of doves born to fly to remain with the mother. This seems 
contradicted from a Baraisa teaching that the first and second pairs are left, and Rav Kahana explains that the 
“second pair” is left for the daughter (i.e., the first pair of offspring). The first pair is left for the mother, and is 
sufficient for it, הל ןניקבשד אגוזאו אתרבא אתווטצימד  – because it becomes attached to its daughter and its 
mate which we leave for it. The mother’s companionship is insufficient for the daughter, because אתרבא המא 

אתווטצימ אל המאא אתרב ,a mother is attached to its daughter – אתווטצימ  – but a daughter does not become 
attached to its mother. Therefore, the daughter’s own offspring (the “second” pair) must be left for the 
daughter’s companionship. The Mishnah continued: תרווכ תוריפ  – One who buys the produce of a beehive, 

סרסמו םיליחנ 'ג לטונ  – takes three swarms and “cuts off.” After the buyer takes the three swarms, the seller 
sterilizes the remaining bees, by feeding them mustard (so they will only produce honey). Rebbe Yochanan 
says the Mishnah means the buyer takes three swarms סוריסב  – alternatively (i.e., he takes the first, third, and 
fifth swarms).

2. Honey in a beehive has status of food re: tumah
Rav Kahana said: םלועל לכאמ ידימ אצוי וניא תרווכב שבד  – honey in a beehive never loses its food status, 
although it is eaten by bees, and it remains human food, and is therefore susceptible to tumah. This proves 
that he holds הבשחמ יעב אל  – [honey in a beehive] does not require thought to designate it as food. This is 
challenged from a Baraisa which says about honey in a beehive: הקשמ אלו לכוא אל וניא  – it is neither a food 
nor a drink and can neither contract nor transmit tumah!? Abaye answers that the Baraisa refers to יתש ןתוא 

תולח  – those two combs which are set aside specifically for the bees’ sustenance, as taught by the Mishnah, 
and are not considered human food. Rava said this Tanna is Rebbe Eliezer, who derives from a derashah that a 
beehive is considered like עקרק , and therefore not susceptible to tumah. A Baraisa supports Rav Kahana’s 
ruling.

3. Why a קידצ  is compared to both a רמת  and an זרא
The Mishnah concluded: תויפורג יתש חינמ ץוקל םיתיז  – if one bought olive trees to cut its wood, he leaves two 
branches uncut, so the tree will regenerate. A Baraisa details the amounts required for various types of trees 
but says regarding םיזראו םילקד  – date palms and cedars, that the buyer may dig under the ground and 
entirely uproot the trees, ףילחמ ןעזג ןיאש יפל  – because their trunks do not regenerate anyway. The Gemara 
asks that this statement regarding cedars contradicts Rav Chiya bar Luliani’s derashah on the passuk: "קידצ 

"הגשי ןונבלב זראכ חרפי רמתכ  – the righteous man will flourish like a date palm, he will grow like an זרא  in 
Lebanon. A קידצ is compared to both, because if he was only compared to an זרא , one could think: ןיא זרא המ 

תוריפ השוע  – just as an זרא  does not produce fruit, תוריפ השוע ןיא קידצ ףא  – so too a קידצ  does not produce 
fruit (i.e., reward). Therefore, he is compared to a palm, which produces fruit. Had he only been compared to a 
palm, one could think: ףילחמ ועזג ןיא רמת המ – just as a palm does not regenerate, ףילחמ ועזג ןיא קידצ ףא  – 
so too a קידצ  does not regenerate (i.e., leave a son behind who is like him). Therefore, he is compared to an 

זרא , which does regenerate. The Gemara answers that there are ten different types of םיזרא .

Siman – Painter
The painter who was hired to paint a dovecote whose produce was just sold and had to work around the first 
pair of newborns left for the owner, took a break by snacking from some honey still in a beehive, which has 
the status of food regarding tumah, and shared some with a Tzadik who has great reward and a son who is 
like him, just like a רמת and an זרא .



Painter

  מסכת בבא בתרא    

3things to
remember
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The painter who was hired to paint a dovecote whose produce was just sold, and had to work around the first pair of newborns left for 
the owner, took a break by snacking from some honey still in a honeycomb, which has the status of food regarding tumah, and shared 
some with a Tzadik who has great reward and a son who is like him, just like a תמר and an ארז.
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